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NBQA General Membership Meeting 

September 18, 2025 

6:15-6:30 Voting on Summer Challenge 

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. General Membership Meeting 

The United Methodist Church of East Greenwich, 1558 South County Trail   

Amended Minutes 

Doors opened at 5:00 p.m. for the first meeting of the 2025-2026 NBQA year. Tables were set in the lobby for 

the Membership check in, The Boutique #1 sales, Program registration, and the Free items that were donated 

by members. In the Fellowship Hall there were tables for the Hospitality Committee to set up goodies for 

members as they arrived, Boutique #2 was set up and full of fabric at great prices, and tables for the Quilts of 

Valor and Comfort Quilt Committees to accept and sign out kits. Members were welcomed and shown where 

to find who or what they needed. In the Sanctuary members were able to see and vote for the pieces that 

were submitted for the Summer Challenge draped over the pews.  

The General Membership meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. Gail welcomed all attending members. Gail 

then introduced Pastor Thom to the group. He welcomed everyone and shared his appreciation for the work 

that the organization does. He was surprised by the size of the audience. He then explained that the mission of 

the church was “to do good for the community”. The church was built 15 years ago, and the dream was that it 

would be full every night. In addition, he explained that the Barbara Tuft Pre-school was a permanent part of 

operation. The East Greenwich Art Club is a regular user and has worked, taught and sold their creations while 

there. The building is mission based and provides food for different communities. Gail presented Pastor Thom 

with a check of $500.00 that was a part of the proceeds of the Silent Auction in the spring.  

The meeting continued with the announcement that there were 7 new members in attendance. They all stood 

and introduced themselves.  

Gail then asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the May 15th, 2025, General Membership 

meeting that was emailed to all. There were no corrections The motion was made to accept the minutes. 

There were no objections. The motion passed.   

REPORTS 

Gail Macera, President 

Gail reported that the Silent Auction results were distributed to the following organizations. $500.00 was 

presented to Joe Frigon at the Seabee Museum and $1,500.00 was awarded to the New England Quilt 

Museum. As mentioned above, $500 was presented to Paster Thom from the church.  

The Survey that was sent to all members over the summer asked if members wanted to change the format of 

the meetings or keep it the same.  75% of those that voted wanted to keep the meeting format as it is. 
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Marylou Umbriano, Treasurer 

Marylou reported that she transferred money from the checking account to the savings account for safety 

reasons. 

The checking account balance is now $5,438.82. The savings account balance is $23, 205.51. The CD balance is 

$8,200. Mary Lou explained that the savings account only had $2,000 when she took her position. She moved 

the money from the checking account to the savings account for security reasons. The total balance is 

$36,900.62. She closed her report by thanking Bank RI for their help.  

GaiI made the motion to accept the Treasurers’ report. There were no objections. The motion passed. 

Tina Zuffoletti, Vice President 

Tina announced the winners of the Summer Challenge and presented each winner with their prize.  

Third place winner was Barbara Hartford (entry #1).  

Second place winner was Chris Bagley (entry #5). 

First place winner was Lorraine Landroche (entry #3).                                                                                                                                   

Tina and Sarah then revealed the Shoefly raffle quilt. It was created over the summer by several of the NBQA 

members. Blaire explained that the pattern was designed by Pat Sloan and was chosen because it was able to 

be completed quickly. It consists of blocks that are 3, 6, and 9 inches big. Raffle tickets were distributed, and it 

was explained that the winner will be drawn at the Golden Thread Quilt Show in April.  

Quilt Show update  

Joan Potter: The quilt show will be held on April 18 and 19, 2026 at the West Warwick Civic Center. The set up 

will be completed over 2 days on April 16 and 17. Folks can submit as many quilts as they want. There is a link 

on the website and in the Newsletter to the official registration form. Thie year is the first year of using an 

Online registration that will hopefully save a lot of time and paper for all involved. The deadline for submission 

is February 9, 2026. It is necessary to submit 2 photographs of the quilt. There is a $10.00 fee for the first quilt 

submitted and $5 for each additional quilt that will be judged. The photos can be sent to or brought to Nancy 

Mercado, or you can drop them off at Louise’s Island Creations. Pat Andraka has loaded the information for 

registration on the website. When you are on the website if you see outdated information, you need to clear 

your history to reset.  

Next month Pat Harrison will talk briefly about the judging process.  

Please make and turn in ‘Mug Mats’ that will be included in the Quilt Show Program. Make as many as 

possible. Last year over 800 were distributed.  

Lori Lambert is chairing the Demonstration Schedule.  

Alice Hourihan is chairing the Small Quilt Auction for NEQM.  

Geri Bergreen is chairing the Basket Raffles. Please turn in completed baskets by the March meeting.  

Louise Pankiewicz is chairing the vendors and their area. 
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There is a need for a Take Down Chairperson and a need for volunteers for this committee at the end of the 

show.  

There will be a sign-up sheet for each committee posted at next month’s meeting. PLEASE PARTICIPATE. Contact 

one of the chairpeople if you couldn’t sign up at the meeting or if you have questions.  

Quilts will be dropped off on Friday morning and picked up at take down on Sunday. It is expected that all 

quilts that will be hung are prepared with a 4-inch sleeve. There will be directions on the website as well as in 

the newsletter.  Louise walked us through the process of making a sleeve. 

Cut your fabric to 8 ½ inches by the width of fabric. Join pieces to make it long enough for your quilt. 

Hem each short end then fold it in half lengthwise and stitch with ¼ inch seam along the long edge. 

Turn inside out.  

Your sleeve should be 4 inches less than the quilt. For example: If your quilt is 60 inches wide make 

your sleeve 56 inches long. Stitch by hand to the back of your quilt. If you match your fabric to the 

backing it will be nearly invisible, but the sleeve does not have to match the backing. 

There are generic quilt sleeves available on Amazon. Quilts of Valor ‘Girls from the Hut’ are willing to 

make sleeves and will charge $15.00 per sleeve. All proceeds will be a donation to QOV.  

Tina Zuffoletti created the new registration form this summer. Please understand that this is a “first” for us, 

and every effort has been taken to eliminate all bugs. This form is very similar to that used by the Ninigret 

Quilt Guild. The form is easy to complete, and you do not have to have a Gmail account to use it. The link is 

available on the website and will be in the newsletter. The information will be downloaded to a spreadsheet 

that will keep the data more easily available. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Tina. 

Photographs of each quilt will need to be provided. It is possible to upload the pictures, but it is not required. 

You can print 2 copies of each of your pieces. Put your name on the back and turn them in with your quilts. 

This is important info that will be included in printed materials of different kinds for the show and for 

returning the pieces at the end of the show.  

Tina also pointed out that the organization has a Facebook account that is private to our group. Contact Tina if 

you are ready to join so that she can invite you. The Facebook page is useful because it is a way for the Quilt 

Show and all committee to keep you updated. In addition, all information about classes and workshops will be 

there.  

Karen Iris, Secretary/Group Leader for Quilts of Valor  

Karen reported that the “girls in the hut” are still working on Wednesday mornings from 9:30 a.m. until about 

1:00 p.m. for the time being. Once the weather changes the time may change. Karen had the members who 

have been sewing with the group over the last year stand and thanked them for all their generosity, time and 

help. While the mission of the program is about the veterans and not about us making the quilts without them 

nothing would happen. Since the group started in May 2024 over 50 quilts have been completed, and over 20 

were awarded this summer and there are many still in the process of being pieced, quilted and bound. Across 

the country over 421,941 quilts have been awarded.  

For your information, there will be a fund raiser for the Seabee Museum and Memorial Park on Saturday 

November 1 at 2:00 p. m. The program will be held at the Seabee Chapel in the Pines on 21 Iafrate Way in 
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North Kingstown. The cost is $15.00 per person. Doreen Collins and Charlie Hall will be presenting “Aging 

Disgracefully ‘cuz getting old is getting’ old! The group is working on plans to have an award ceremony prior to 

the show. Arrangements have not been completed. Reserve your tickets online at AGINGDISGRACEFULLY.NET 

At the conclusion of her report a drawing was held to provide a gift to a member who earned points by 

donating a quilt or help to QOV. Michele Varin was the winner.  

Programs, Lisa Bagian and Robin Gardner 

Lisa and Robin did a Power Point presentation to update everyone on the upcoming workshops. They pointed 

out that there is a limit of 20 attendees for each session and that after the first of the month the empty spaces 

are made available to other guilds.  Your seat is not guaranteed until you have paid for the session. All 

information is available on the website and our Facebook page.  

September: ‘Sew In” for comfort quilts to be held at the church from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Pizza will 

be served for lunch. You can work on a project of your own. Kits will be on site for Comfort Quilts.  

October 18: Workshop with Tracey O’Donnell. There will be a free pattern for those attending. 

Attendees will be using the Tucker Trimmer. There will be a limited number to “rent” for $5.00. You 

can sign up now and pay with a check but please do not put the date on your check for a workshop 

that is in 2026.. 

November 22: Workshop with Karen Salemi. 11 – 4:30 p.m.  

December 7: Quilters Holiday Party from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There is a limit of 40 people for this 

event 

January 17: Zoom workshop with Lorraine Woodruff-Long from 10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

February: Zoom workshop with Tina Currren: Whimsical Garden from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

March 21: In person workshop with Beth Helfter: Now You Give it a Scrap Slap 

April: No workshop GOLDEN THREADS QUILT SHOW celebrating 50 years of NBQA  

April: Meeting Pam Weeks from NEQM will do a presentation on a topic to be decided.  

May: In person Strawberry Social and Election of Officers 

May 23: In Person Potato Chip Flip workshop with Kassie and Billie:  Details to be announced 

Sheri Bolduc, Pat Hendrickson, Membership 

Sheri and Pat announced that the current membership is 161 with 104 members attended the meeting. The 

new members were included in the count. Pat explained that many Mug Mats have been turned in and that 

many more are needed. These will go into the brochures at the Quilt Show in April. The approximate size 

should be about 4 inches by 5 inches.  Pat shared some examples and said that it is perfectly fine to use a 

blanket stitch around the edge. Circle mats are also fine with about a 5-inch diameter.  

Peggy Lane, Education Committee  
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Peggy explained she and her committee have been going into the surrounding communities to work with both 

adults and children of many ages to educate and provide hands on opportunities for them. They have worked 

at both the Warwick and Narraganset Public Libraries. In Warwick they showed the participants how to 

embroider bandanas and on October 10 are going back to create ‘Pumpkin Fluffs’. They started to work with 

Girl Scouts and an adult group at the Narraganset Library. If you would like to join Peggy and her group, please 

contact Peggy.  

 

Michele Varin, Newsletter  

Michele was unable to attend the meeting because of a death in her family. She asked Gail to mention that 

she would appreciate all members submitting committee information or ads for business or sale of items to 

get your information to her as soon as possible each month so that she can make her deadlines.  

 

Roxanne Williams, Historian  

Roxanne explained that she is continuing to take pictures and is also looking for any copies of pictures from 

past years to include in projects that are going to be used at the upcoming Golden Threads Quilt Show. Please 

contact her if you have anything to contribute.  

 

Hospitality 

The treats in the Fellowship Hall this evening were outstanding. A wonderful job with both sweet and healthy 

treats.  

Patricia Andraka, Maria Knight, Website  

Patricia explained that they have been working to update all information on the website. They also added that 

if you are seeing outdated information when you sign in please go to your settings and clear your history to be 

able to get the new information.  

Comfort Quilts: NBQA members 

Gail reported that many quilts were distributed over the summer by she and Barbara Hartford and our 

honorary member Joe Macera, Gail’s husband. All quilts were greatly appreciated. Gail has received many 

‘Thank You’ notes throughout the year and had some of them on display at the meeting. Gail invited all 

members to join her and others at the church for the first ‘Sew In’ of the year. Come when you can. The doors 

will be open at 9:00 a.m. and they will sew until 3:00 p.m. Most equipment needed will be available for you 

but do remember to check that you have your machine parts and pieces.  

Gail reported that Geri was given 41 books that have been donated to the organization for the Basket Raffles. 

Please check out the list of what would also be helpful for baskets or consider creating your own theme-based 

basket.  

As a conclusion to the Comfort Quilt report a drawing was held to provide a gift to one member who earned 

points for contributing items for this committee. Lori Lambert was the winner.  

Alice Hourihan, New England Quilt Museum No report  
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Louise Pankiewicz: Special Events/Door Prizes  

The door prize numbers were called and there were many happy winners. Because the budget is healthy the 

door prizes were also healthy.   

Show and Tell: NBQA members 

It is very obvious that the NBQA has many very talented quilters who shared their work. There were many 

quilts and wall hangings along with handmade sneakers! These were very unexpected and just plain lovely and 

unique!  

OTHER: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08. Next meeting will be October 16th 2025, 

at the church.  

Respectfully submitted by Karen Iris, Secretary  


